LETTERS FROM LAUSANNE

LETTER I

(From Madam de C. to a friend in Languedoc)

30A& November 1784.

HOW FOOLISH YOU ARE TO COMPLAIN! A SON-
in-law of middling parts, whom your
daughter has married without reluctance;
an establishment which you, yourself, approve, but
upon which you were hardly consulted! What
harm is there in all that? Why do you object?
Your husband, his parents, and considerations of
fortune decided it all. So much the better! If
your daughter is happy will you be therefore less
sensible of her felicity? If she is unhappy will it
not be one sorrow the less not to have decided her
fate? How romantic you are! Your son-in-law
is commonplace; but has your daughter then so
superior a character and intelligence? She is
indeed separated from you; but had you so much
pleasure in having her with you? She will live in
Pans; has she any disinclination to living there?
In spite of your protests against the dangers of the
capital, its seduction, illusion, prestige, excite-
ment, and so forth, would you have any dis-
inclination to living there yourself? You are Still
handsome, you will always be amiable; I am much
mistaken if you would not yourself be willing to
load yourself with " the chains of the court," were
they to be offered to you. I think they witt be
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